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Introduction to the Proceedings
How does one thank the dozens of people who help one’s dream come true? When I
founded Syntax in the Schools, seven years ago, it was almost impossible to get an
article about pedagogical grammar published in any educational journal. Since then,
we have not only had the newsletter, but also a conference (portions of which are also
available on videotape). These proceedings include every paper (or a summary
thereof) delivered at the conference, except one. My first thanks, therefore, go to the
presenters at the conference, and also to the many teachers who wrote articles for the
newsletter, thereby keeping it alive. I would like to thank everyone by name, but for
fear of leaving someone out, I will limit myself to one, most important person. Dr.
Warren DeArment, Dean of Arts & Sciences at Shenandoah College, supported the
newsletter through some very lean times. Without his support, the newsletter would
have folded, and there would not have been a conference. To him I am sincerely
grateful.
I have attempted to thank the presenters by reproducing their papers as faithfully as I
could. (I am sure there are still a few errors.) Numerous people have remarked about
the amount of "work" that I put into the newsletter, the conference, and the
proceedings. Most of this work is done at home, and I want to thank my wife, Toni,
who regularly encourages me to "go do [my] work," and also my mother, who, over
the years, has assisted me in purchasing much of the computer equipment without
which the work could not all get done.
The work is important because educators need to discuss how and why grammar is
being taught. When people first hear of Syntax in the Schools, they usually assume
that we support "traditional" grammar. Although some members of ATEG may do so,
most don’t. Most members are sincerely upset at the way grammar is being taught.
They want to see alternatives. But to find and develop those alternatives, we need a
free and open discussion -- exactly what we have NOT had for the last two decades.
But that is exactly what Syntax supports. I am looking forward to our next conference,
which will be held here at Pennsylvania College of Technology on July 15 & 16,
1991.
I am claiming a copyright for these proceedings in the name of ATEG, but the rights
belong entirely to the individual presenters. Their addresses and phone numbers are
on the last page of the proceedings.

Ed Vavra
Pennsylvania College of Technology
November 30, 1990
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